
To: Mayor and Members of the Melbourne Beach Town Council 

Town of Melbourne Beach 

507 Ocean Avenue 

Melbourne Beach, Florida 32951 

Date: July 13, 2026 

Re: Request to Adopt and Enforce Trespass Procedures for the Melbourne Beach Public 

Library Consistent with the Brevard County Library Code of Conduct (LS-03) 

Dear Mayor and Members of the Town Council: 

I respectfully submit this letter requesting that the Town of Melbourne Beach formally 

implement and enforce trespass procedures at the Melbourne Beach Public Library consistent 

with the Brevard County Library System’s LS-03 Library Code of Conduct, specifically the 

provisions contained in Paragraphs 25 through 30 governing trespass warnings, exclusion from 

library property, and enforcement procedures. 

The Melbourne Beach Public Library is a component of the Brevard County Library System and 

serves residents throughout the Town and surrounding communities. As with every public 

library, maintaining a safe, orderly, and welcoming environment for patrons, volunteers, and 

employees requires consistent enforcement of established rules governing conduct on library 

property. 

The Brevard County Library System has adopted the LS-03 Library Code of Conduct, which 

expressly applies to all library premises, including library buildings, grounds, sidewalks, and 

parking areas (https://www.brevardfl.gov/LibraryServices/UsingTheLibrary/LibraryFormsAndPolicies). 

The policy establishes procedures for addressing violations of the Code of Conduct and 

authorizes the issuance of trespass warnings and exclusions when appropriate to protect public 

safety, library operations, and County property. 

In addition to the Library’s policies, several legal authorities support the implementation and 

enforcement of these procedures: 

• Section 316.006(3), Florida Statutes, authorizes counties to regulate traffic and parking 

on property owned or leased by the county. 

• Section 810.09, Florida Statutes, establishes the criminal offense of trespass on property 

other than a structure or conveyance after notice against entering or remaining has been 

provided by an authorized person. 

• Chapter 106 of the Brevard County Code of Ordinances provides the County 

authority to regulate traffic and parking on County-owned property and recognizes the 

enforcement of such regulations through properly authorized officials. 

• The Brevard County Library System’s LS-03 Library Code of Conduct establishes 

administrative procedures for removal and trespass of individuals whose conduct 

interferes with library operations or the safe use of library facilities. 

It is my understanding that several Brevard County public libraries, including the Eau Gallie 

Public Library and other municipalities, coordinate with their respective municipal police 

https://www.brevardfl.gov/LibraryServices/UsingTheLibrary/LibraryFormsAndPolicies


departments to enforce these policies and issue trespass warnings when necessary. Implementing 

a comparable process at the Melbourne Beach Public Library would promote consistency across 

the County Library System while ensuring equal application of County policies regardless of the 

municipality in which a library is located. 

Accordingly, I respectfully request that the Town Council: 

1. Formally recognize and implement the enforcement provisions of the Brevard County 

Library System’s LS-03 Library Code of Conduct, including the trespass procedures 

contained in Paragraphs 25 through 30. 

2. Authorize the Melbourne Beach Police Department to act as the Town’s designated law 

enforcement agency for purposes of enforcing the Library Code of Conduct and 

applicable Florida trespass laws at the Melbourne Beach Public Library. 

3. Delegate authority, as appropriate and in coordination with Brevard County Library 

Services, for Melbourne Beach Police Officers to issue trespass warnings and enforce 

trespass orders consistent with LS-03 and Sections 810.08 and 810.09, Florida Statutes, 

when violations occur on library property. 

4. Coordinate with Brevard County Library Services and the Town Attorney to execute any 

memorandum of understanding, intergovernmental agreement, delegation of authority, or 

other administrative action necessary to ensure that enforcement authority is clear, legally 

sufficient, and consistently applied. 

5. Install or update signage and administrative procedures, where appropriate, so that 

members of the public receive clear notice of the applicable rules governing conduct on 

library property and the consequences for violations. 

This request is not intended to create new restrictions on public access to the library. Rather, it 

seeks to ensure that the Melbourne Beach Public Library receives the same level of protection 

and consistent enforcement already afforded at other facilities within the Brevard County Library 

System. Uniform implementation of the County’s established Code of Conduct enhances public 

safety, protects library employees and volunteers, safeguards public property, and provides law 

enforcement officers with clear legal authority when responding to disruptive or unlawful 

behavior. 

I respectfully request that this matter be placed on the agenda of an upcoming Town Council 

meeting for discussion and consideration. I would also appreciate the opportunity to address the 

Council and answer any questions regarding this request. 

Thank you for your consideration and for your continued dedication to serving the residents of 

Melbourne Beach. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Timothy B. Kesecker 

401 Avenue A 

Melbourne Beach, FL 32951 



Observations of Parking 
Regulations/Signage from 

several Brevard County Public 
Libraries

15 Jul 2026

Timothy B. Kesecker
401 Avenue A
Melbourne Beach, FL 32951



Brevard County Library Services

Website: https://www.brevardfl.gov/LibraryServices
Director:  Wendi Bost wbost@brev.org (321)633-1801
Asst. Director: Paul Lightcap   (321)633-1785

https://www.brevardfl.gov/LibraryServices
mailto:wbost@brev.org


Franklin T. DeGroodt Memorial Library

Franklin T. DeGroodt Memorial Library
6475 Minton Rd
SE Palm Bay, FL 32908
Laura Eastman-Hawthorne
(321)952-6317

Spoke directly with Laura Eastman-Hawthorne 
and she confirmed that the parking regulations 
were implemented per Brevard County 
Regulations and Local PD has Trespass Authority.



Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Public Library
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Public Library
955 E. University Blvd.
Melbourne, FL 32901
Brenda Reilly
(321)952-4511

Spoke directly with Brenda Reilly and 
she confirmed that the parking 
regulations were implemented per 
Brevard County Regulations and Local 
PD has Trespass Authority.



West Melbourne Public Library

West Melbourne Public Library
2755 Wingate Blvd.
West Melbourne, FL 32904
Heather Palmer
(321)952-4508

Spoke directly with Heather Palmer and she 
confirmed that the parking regulations were 
implemented per Brevard County Regulations 
and Local PD has Trespass Authority.



Eau Gallie Public Library

Eau Gallie Public Library
1521 Pineapple Ave.
Melbourne, FL 32935
Brenda Reilly
(321)255-4304

Spoke directly with Brenda Reilly and 
she confirmed that the parking 
regulations were implemented per 
Brevard County Regulations and Local 
PD has Trespass Authority.



Other Observations/Discussions
Satellite Beach Public Library   751 Jamaica Blvd, Satellite Beach, FL 32937
 Spoke to Marlena Harold in person. The parking lot has signs relative to No Overnight Parking and she 

indicated that they discouraged use of the parking lot After Hours but had no signage. She confirmed 
that Local PD has Trespass Authority.

Palm Bay Public Library   1520 Port Malabar Blvd, NE Palm Bay FL 32905
 Spoke to representative in person. The parking lot has signs relative to No RV/Camper Parking. The 

parking lot is shared with a nature preserve/park. She confirmed that Local PD has Trespass Authority.

Melbourne Public Library   540 E. Fee Ave, Melbourne FL 32901
 Spoke to Randa Allawas in person. There are signs relative to No Overnight Parking. The parking lot is 

part of Wells Park and owned by the City of Melbourne(not Brevard County). Melbourne City PD Officer 
was parked in the lot the entire time.

Catherine Schweinsberg Rood Central Library 308 Forrest Ave., Cocoa FL 32922
 Spoke to Mary Lena Penna on the phone. She confirmed that the library has posted signs indicating No 

Parking After Hours and that Local PD has Trespass Authority.

Port St. John Public Library   6500 Carole Ave, Port St. John FL 32927
 Spoke to Shelley Macon on the phone. She confirmed that the library has posted signs indicating No 

Parking After Hours and the BCSO has Trespass Authority.



























































































T O W N  O F  M E L B O U R N E  B E A C H  B U D G E T  U P D A T E

New Laws Affecting Town Budgets
and Proposed Millage Rate Discussion

P R E P A R E D  F O R  T H E  J U L Y  C O M M I S S I O N  M E E T I N G



S E N A T E  B I L L  4 - F

Millage Rate
Limitations

E F F E C T I V E

July 1, 2026
Already in effect

What the law does
SB 4-f further limits how much municipalities can raise their property tax 
(millage) rate and changes the Council vote required depending on the 
size of the increase.

Key change
The threshold for a simple-majority vote is now the standard 
rolled-back rate — which is lower than last year's millage rate.

Three vote thresholds now apply, based on the proposed millage rate 
relative to the rolled-back rate — detailed on the next slide.

15 July, 2026 Town of Melbourne Beach Commission Meeting



Three Vote Thresholds Under SB 4-f
The Council vote required to adopt a millage rate now depends on how it compares to the rolled-back rate

1

Simple Majority
3 of 5 votes

Rate at or below the standard
rolled-back rate

Rolled-back rate is lower than
last year's millage rate

2

Two-Thirds Vote
4 of 5 votes

Rate up to 110% of the
rolled-back rate

Applies to moderate
increases above rolled-back

3

Unanimous Vote
5 of 5 votes

Rate above 110% of the
rolled-back rate up to a maximum 

of 10.00%

Highest bar, for the largest
proposed increases

15 July 2026 Town of Melbourne Beach Commission Meeting



H OU S E B ILL  1329

Financial
Transparency
Requirements

E F F E C T I V E

January 1, 2027

Preparation is under way – much of the 
provisions are already met with current town 
budget practices. 

What the law requires
HB 1329 requires the Town to publish detailed financial information 
online and to build new reporting and planning processes into the 
annual budget cycle.

Online Financial Disclosures
Budget summaries, revenues & expenditures, departmental spending, 
staffing, reserve levels and fund balances

Quarterly Compensation Reports

Employee compensation reported to the public every quarter

Annual Budget Calendar

A published calendar of budget development milestones each year

15 July 2026 Town of Melbourne Beach Commission Meeting



The 10% Budget Reduction Exercise
HB 1329 requires the Town to identify strategies to reduce proposed spending by 10%, without cutting essential services

10%
REQUIRED SPENDING

REDUCTION STRATEGIES

Departments must document 
how a 10% reduction in 

proposed spending could be 
achieved, even if not adopted

Essential services that must remain protected

Law Enforcement Fire Protection Other Legally 
Required

Government 
Functions

Council implication

Staff will need to prepare a documented 10% reduction scenario 
alongside the standard proposed budget each year, for public review.

15 July 2026 Town of Melbourne Beach Commission Meeting



F I S C A L  Y E A R  2 0 2 7

Proposed Millage 
Rate: 4.8386

Town of Melbourne Beach Commission Meeting

Roll Back Rate: 4.3987 $725,977,934
Millage Rate Percent Change 100% Proceeds Diff PFY

4.3987 Rolled Back Rate (100%) and Majority Vote 3,193,359
4.4500 3,230,602 61,172
4.5000 3,266,901 97,471
4.6000 3,339,498 170,068
4.7000 3,412,096 242,666
4.8386 3,512,717 343,287

Prior Year Actual Proceeds     FY26 $3,169,430 Budget at 97% FY27 3,407,335$    
 Proceeds 100% FY27 3,512,717      

 Roll Back Rate 4.3987
Gross Taxable Value Paid OFF Majority Vote Rate 4.3987

Millage Rate 97% Proceeds Proposed Millage 4.8386
0.9999 $0 2/3 Vote 4.8386

Current Year Real Property 1 717,836,439
NOTES: Current Year Personal Prop 2 8,141,495

Centrally Assessed 3
Current Year Gross Taxable 4 725,977,934
New  Taxable over 115% 5 5,441,929
Gross Taxable Adjusted Valu 6 720,536,005
Prior Year Final GTV 7 689,006,613
Adjusted Taxable Value 8
Levy Debt Service? Yes 9
Prior year millage 10 4.6000
PY Proceeds 11 3,169,430
Previous Applied/Paid 12 0
Adj PY Proceeds 13 3,169,430
Dedicated TIF 14 0
Adj CY Taxable Value 15 720,536,005
Rolled back rate 16
Proposed Millage (MM) 17 4.8386
Total Taxes at Proposed 18 3,512,717
Type: Municipality 19
Authority: Principal 20
Multi County: No 21
Prior Year Proceeds 22 3,169,430
CY Rolled-back 23
CY Rolled-back taxes 24 3,193,359
Total Taxes at Proposed 25 3,512,717
CY Proposed millage 26 4.8386
CY Proposed as % change 27 9.68%

Note to Residents: “Maximum Millage” is a specific term 
the Town uses according to the State Department of 
Revenue in order for the Town to be "Truth in Millage" 
(TRIM) compliant.  The term “maximum millage” does not 
imply that the Town Commission will be levying the 
maximum taxes to the citizens of Melbourne Beach.   At 
the appropriate meeting, the Town Commission sets an 
amount (a maximum millage) that the Town cannot go 
over for the final budget.  The Town Commission can 
come down from the maximum millage amount when 
determining the final budget, but cannot go over this 
amount for any reason.

Prior FY 2026

Stormwater Bond Calculation FY26

TRIM DR 420 - Brevard County & DOR values

 TOWN OF MELBOURNE BEACH, FLORIDA
MILLAGE PROCEEDS CALCULATIONS

FY27 PROPOSED BUDGET - AD VALOREM REVENUE GENERATION
Gross Taxable Value Adjusted

FY27 at Voted Proposed Millage:
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Town of Melbourne Beach Commission Meeting

Current Year Real Property 1 717,836,439
Current Year Personal Prop 2 8,141,495
Centrally Assessed 3
Current Year Gross Taxable 4 725,977,934
New  Taxable over 115% 5 5,441,929
Gross Taxable Adjusted Value 6 720,536,005
Prior Year Final GTV 7 689,006,613
Adjusted Taxable Value 8
Levy Debt Service? Yes 9
Prior year millage 10 4.6000
PY Proceeds 11 3,169,430
Previous Applied/Paid 12 0
Adj PY Proceeds 13 3,169,430
Dedicated TIF 14 0
Adj CY Taxable Value 15 720,536,005
Rolled back rate 16
Proposed Millage (MM) 17 4.8386
Total Taxes at Proposed 18 3,512,717
Type: Municipality 19
Authority: Principal 20
Multi County: No 21
Prior Year Proceeds 22 3,169,430
CY Rolled-back 23
CY Rolled-back taxes 24 3,193,359
Total Taxes at Proposed 25 3,512,717
CY Proposed millage 26 4.8386
CY Proposed as % change 27 9.68%

TRIM DR 420 - Brevard County & DOR values

Note to Residents
“Maximum Millage” is a specific term the 
Town uses according to the State 
Department of Revenue in order for the 
Town to be "Truth in Millage" (TRIM) 
compliant. The term “maximum millage” 
does not imply that the Town 
Commission will be levying the 
maximum taxes to the citizens of 
Melbourne Beach. At the appropriate 
meeting, the Town Commission sets an 
amount (a maximum millage) that the 
Town cannot go over for the final 
budget. The Town Commission can come 
down from the maximum millage 
amount when determining the final 
budget but cannot go over this amount 
for any reason.



Key Dates & Next Steps for Legislative Implementation
Both laws are already shaping how the Town budgets, votes, and reports to the public

July 1, 2026

SB 4-F in effect
New millage rate

vote thresholds apply 
now

Ongoing

Budget cycle prep
Staff build reporting 

systems
and reduction 

scenarios

Jan 1, 2027

HB 1329 in effect
Full transparency &

reporting requirements 
begin

Bottom line

Millage decisions now require closer attention to vote thresholds, and staff should begin building the 
transparency reporting and budget reduction processes HB 1329 will require by January 2027.

Summary  |  SB 4-f & HB 1329 July Council Meeting
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Overview of 
Annual Budget 
Cycle

Town of Melbourne Beach Commission Meeting
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Overview of 
Annual Budget 
Cycle

Town of Melbourne Beach Commission Meeting



Questions?

P R E P A R E D  F O R  T H E  J U L Y  C O M M I S S I O N  M E E T I N G























Why Raise Starting Pay

Recruitment

Retention

Keep  Pay Gap  Respectable



NOW
Rockledge $59,841

BCSO $58,115
Melbourne $58,052

Titusville $57,000
Palm Bay $56,292

Indian Harbor $55,211
Cocoa $55,161

West Melbourne $55,000
Melbourne Airport $54,410

Indialantic $54,267

Satellite Beach $53,320 
Cocoa Beach $51,367

Melbourne Beach $51,000



OCT1 Negotiated Change or minimum 3% 
2026/2027

Rockledge* $61,636
BCSO $61,609 
Titusville $61,000 
Melbourne* $59,793 

West Melbourne $58,850 
Palm Bay $58,544 

Cocoa* $56,851 
Melbourne       

Airport* $56,042 
Indialantic* $55,895 

Cocoa Beach $55,626 
Indian Harbor 

Beach $55,350 
Satellite Beach $54,919 

Melbourne Beach $51,000 



Why Implement Pay 
Step Plan?

Takes out Bias Decision
Creates equality

Never will an employee get paid more than a 
supervisor

Never will employee of same years in 
Rank/seniority get paid differently

Professionalizes our agency even further

Recruitment/Retention



Officer 3% Raise

Step 1   Starting Pay Increase 54,000

Step 2 55,620

Step 3 57,288

Step 4 59,007

Step 5 60,777

Step 6 62,600

Step 7 64,478

Step 8 66,412

Step 9 68,404

Step 10 70,456

5% Gap 5% Gap

Sergeant

Step 1 73,978

Step 2 76,197

Step 3 78,482

Step 4 80,836

Step 5 83,261

Step 6 85,758

5% Gap 5% Gap

Deputy Chief

Step 1 90,045

Step 2 92,746

Step 3 95,528

Step 4 98,393



Decision
Agree With the Plan or Not

Don’t get stuck on one raise bigger than 
another

Some of this helps senior employees 

Annual Savings

Total Cost





Town Commission Meeting 

Section: Walk On 

Meeting Date: July 15, 2026 

From: Town Manager 

RE: Immediate approval of town hall roof repair 
 

 
Background Information: 
 
The Municipal Complex roof has been leaking for years and must be repaired immediately. We 
cannot defer maintenance on the roof anymore. Rather than proceeding with a complete roof 
replacement estimated at $300,000, staff are evaluating a comprehensive repair of the existing 
metal roof. The metal roofing panels remain serviceable and may have an estimated useful life 
of 20 years or more if the underlying deficiencies are properly corrected. 
 
The anticipated scope of work includes: 

• Removing and reinstalling portions of the existing metal roof, as necessary. 
• Replacing damaged or deteriorated plywood roof decking. 
• Repairing and sealing leaks around the cupola and other roof penetrations. 
• Replacing deteriorated screws, fasteners, and washers. 
• Sealing identified points of water intrusion; and 
• Inspecting and repairing related flashing and waterproofing components. 

 
Public Works is obtaining estimates and currently anticipates that the repair may be completed 
for less than $75,000. The final cost will depend upon the extent of concealed damage 
discovered after portions of the roof are opened. Since this work was not budgeted in the 
current budget, this project would require an appropriation from available Town reserves. 

In the budget presentation portion of last month’s meeting, pictures of the roof after a 

rainstorm and how it was leaking were provided. That leakage has now hit the building's main 

fire controls and is damaging the building's fire alarms/fire controls within town hall and the fire 

department itself. If we need to repair and replace the fire control system, it could cost more 

than an additional $100,000+: 

• Replacement of the fire alarm system. 
• Additional structural and interior water damage. 
• Mold or indoor air-quality remediation. 
• Damage to public safety equipment, records, and communications systems; and 
• Emergency repairs or temporary relocation of municipal operations. 

The Commission has previously approved a roof replacement with shingles instead of metal 

that would have cost between $200-300K and would have been taken out of reserves. 

However, the selected contractor was unable to begin the project, and the replacement did not 

move forward. After that, the issue of roof repair seemed to disappear, but the problem did not 

- it got much worse. 

 



Recommendation: 
 

Staff recommends that the Commission recognize the Municipal Complex roof repair as an 
urgent capital maintenance and public safety priority and authorize the Town Manager to 
obtain proposals and proceed with the necessary repairs in an amount not to exceed $75,000, 
subject to compliance with the Town’s purchasing requirements. Since concealed damage 
may be identified once work begins, staff further recommends that the Town Manager be 
authorized to approve reasonable and necessary change orders within the total authorized 
project amount. 
 

Suggested Motion: 

“I move to authorize the Town Manager to obtain proposals and proceed with repairs to the 
Municipal Complex roof & drywall, in accordance with the Town’s purchasing requirements, in 
an amount not to exceed $75,000, and to authorize the necessary budget amendment and 
use of available Town reserves for the project.” 



Attachment 1: Roof Leakage in town hall roof 
 

 

  
 

 



Attachment 2: Leakage in fire engine bay 
 

 

 
 



Attachment 3: Affects on fire alarm system. 
 

 

 
 



4th of July Parade 
for the 250th

anniversary of 
the USA

Town of Melbourne Beach











KEY CHANGE: HB 399 COMPLIANCE 
Florida Statutes 553.721(1)(a) now requires: 
"A local government may not charge a permit fee based on the valuation of the work to be performed." 
Permitted Fee Structures: 

• ✓ Flat fees per permit type 

• ✓ Fees based on square footage 

• ✓ Fees based on linear footage 

• ✓ Fees based on quantity/count 

• ✗ Fees based on project valuation (PROHIBITED) 

 
REVISED FEE SCHEDULE 
A. RESIDENTIAL PERMITS 

Permit Type Fee Basis Fee Amount 

Single-Family Dwelling Per permit $250 

Duplex/Multi-Family Per unit $275 

Accessory Structure (shed, garage, etc.) Per structure $125 

Roof Repair/Replacement Per permit $100 

Siding/Exterior Renovation Per permit $100 



HVAC Installation Per unit $75 

Electrical Work Per permit $75 

Plumbing Work Per permit $75 

Window/Door Replacement Per opening (max 10) $50 

 

Each additional opening $10 

Deck/Patio Per 100 sq ft (or fraction) $40 

Swimming Pool Per permit $150 

Hot Tub/Spa Per permit $100 

Driveway/Sidewalk Per 1000 sq ft (or fraction) $40 



Deck/Porch Addition Per 1000 sq ft (or fraction) $50 

Room Addition Per 1000 sq ft (or fraction) $60 

Interior Renovation Per 1000 sq ft (or fraction) $45 

 
 

B. COMMERCIAL PERMITS 

Permit Type Fee Basis Fee Amount 

New Commercial Building Per 1,000 sq ft (or fraction) $150 

Commercial Tenant Improvement Per 1,000 sq ft (or fraction) $125 

Commercial Roof Replacement Per 1,000 sq ft (or fraction) $85 

Commercial Addition Per 1,000 sq ft (or fraction) $140 



Sign Installation Per sign $100 

Parking Lot/Paving Per 1,000 sq ft (or fraction) $100 

Canopy/Awning Per permit $85 

Mechanical System Installation Per system $100 

Electrical System Upgrade Per permit $100 

Plumbing System Upgrade 

 

Fencing 

Per permit 

 

Per 100 Lineal feet 

$100 

 

$45 

 
 

C. DEMOLITION PERMITS 

Permit Type Fee Basis Fee Amount 



Residential Demolition Per structure $175 

Commercial Demolition Per structure $300 

Partial Demolition Per permit $125 

 
 

D. PLAN REVIEW FEES 

Service Fee Basis Fee Amount 

Residential Plan Review Per permit 50% of permit fee 
(Including Inspections) 

Minimum $50 

Commercial Plan Review Per permit 50% of permit fee 
(Including Inspections) 

Minimum $50 

Re-submittal (after rejection) 

 

Per resubmission 

                                                            

25% of original plan review 

 



Planning & Zoning Review Fee Exempt 
Small Permits (<7500)  

 $75. 

OPTIONAL MATRIX 

Plan Review per hour 

 

 

$125. 

 
 

E. INSPECTION FEES 

Inspection Type Fee 

Inspections $125 

  

Re-Inspection (failed inspection) $125 

Missed Inspection (Covered Work) $250 Each Inspection 

Contractor MUST be on-site 

 
  



 
 

F. CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY & COMPLIANCE 

Service Fee 

Certificate of Occupancy (CO) $125 

Certificate of Compliance $100 

Temporary Certificate of Occupancy $75 

Change of Occupancy $100 

 
 

 
 
FLORIDA STATUTES COMPLIANCE 
HB 399 — Primary Authority 
FS 553.721(1)(a) states: 
"A local government may not charge a permit fee based on the valuation of the work to be performed." 
FS 553.721(1)(b) allows fees based on: 

• ✓ Square footage 

• ✓ Linear footage 

• ✓ Number of fixtures/units 

• ✓ Type of work 

• ✓ Actual costs of plan review and inspection 

Additional Compliance References 

1. FS 553.721(2) — Reasonable fees 

• Fees must be reasonable and related to actual costs of permit administration 



2. FS 553.721(3) — Fee transparency 

• All fees must be published and available to the public 

3. FS 255.0975 — Prevailing wage on public works 

• Does not affect permit fees; separate requirement 

4. Florida Building Code (FBC) 2023 — Current adopted code 

• All permits must comply with current code standards 

 
CRITICAL COMPLIANCE NOTES 
✓ No Valuation-Based Fees — All fees must be flat, square footage, linear footage, or unit-based 
✓ Cost Justification — Maintain documentation showing fees cover actual costs 
✓ Public Notice — Post fee schedule publicly; provide written copy on request 
✓ Annual Review — Consider CPI adjustments (2–3% annually) if permitted by ordinance 
✓ Effective Date — Publish 30 days before implementation 

 
RECOMMENDED NEXT STEPS 

1. Legal Review — Have municipal attorney verify HB 399 compliance 

2. Ordinance Amendment — Update local building permit fee ordinance 

3. Staff Training — Ensure permit staff understands new fee structure 

4. Public Notice — Publish new fee schedule 30 days before effective date 

5. System Update — Reprogram permit software to use square footage/linear footage, not valuation 

6. Grandfather Existing Permits — Decide how to handle permits issued under old fee structure 
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