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Regular Town Commission Meeting Agenda    
Section:   New Business  

Meeting Date:  May 21, 2026  

Subject: Stormwater Assessment Rate Increase  

Submitted By:  A. Marie Smith, Town Manager and Jenny Kerr, Finance 
Director 

 
Background Information 
 
During the Budget Workshop on May 12, 2026, the Commission discussed raising the 
fee for the annual stormwater utility assessment, which is utilized as a maintenance 
fund for stormwater repairs (separate from the stormwater capital projects fund). The 
Melbourne Beach Equivalent Residential Unit (ERU) is the basis of calculations for the 
stormwater assessment and has remained static since its inception in 2000. It has not 
kept pace over the last 26 years with the rising costs of materials, engineering and labor 
that have caused stormwater repairs to increase significantly.  
 
This has resulted in an inadequate amount collected for stormwater maintenance. Some 
examples of average repairs in recent years (not including patch repairs, baffle box 
cleanings or other routine maintenance) are: 
 
$33,310 Cherry at Redwood (2023) 
$19,641 Riverside at Avenue B (2025) 
$60,964 410 Riverview Lane (2026) 
$24,543 Sixth and Oak (2026) 
 
To rectify the funding situation without causing the town to take on direct tax collecting, 
the town can raise the dollar amount per ERU ascribed to each property (currently the 
rate is ERU = $36). Three legally defendable options used to raise stormwater 
assessments include: 
 

1. Hire an expert to conduct a rate study. 
2. Base increases on a robust 5-year Stormwater Capital Improvements Plan (CIP). 
3. Base increases on the Consumer Price Index over the past 26 years. 

 
Since there is not enough time or funding to procure a professional rate study and the 
town does not have a current 5-year Stormwater CIP, the most expedient and direct 
way to provide a stormwater rate adjustment is to tie it to the Consumer Price Index 
based on the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics data.   
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Further, there is a local precedence for basing stormwater assessment increases on the 
CPI, as West Melbourne recently did so with the option to increase the stormwater utility 
rate each of the next five subsequent years by the CPI (not to exceed 5% in a year).  By 
building in the automatic CPI, it avoids having to spend funds to mail public notices to 
every household each year. 
 
Staff have consulted Brevard County’s Natural Resources Management Department 
and was provided a sample time frame with steps that need to be taken to complete the 
increase in stormwater utility assessment in time for FY27 billing.  
 
If the town agreed to pursue option three – increase by the CPI – the ERU would 
increase to $68.90, if using the CPI for April 2026. This would provide an increase of 
approximately $53.5K per year, projecting an annual stormwater maintenance budget of 
about $111,898 for FY 2027.  
 
 

 
 
 
The increase will be welcome with the mounting emergency stormwater repairs the 
town has been seeing in recent times and will also allow the town to have funding for 
other projects that can be done quickly to alleviate stormwater build up, such as swale 
or exfiltration construction.   
 
The proposed adjusted CPI rate is also lower than the statewide average for stormwater 
assessment fee of $106.32, as reported by the Florida Stormwater Association (see 
chart on next page, which shows a monthly rate per equivalent residential units).  The 
corresponding current monthly stormwater rate per month for Melbourne Beach would 
be $3.00. 
 

ERU MIN
$36.00 $2.35

ERU MIN

$68.90 $2.35

FY2526 MELB BCH ERU MIN FEE INCREASE REVENUE FORECAST
Current rate

Total collected Parcels billed
$58,371.64 1,607

Forecasts
Total collected Variance

$111,898.00 +$53,526.36
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Recommendation:  

Accept raising the dollar amount for the Equivalent 
Residential Unit to current year CPI and including an 
automatic increase by the twelve-month percent change in 
the urban CPI Southern region not to exceed 5.0% annually. 

    Valerie Citta, Stormwater Program Support Specialist 
Natural Resources Management Department (NRMD) 
Environmental Management Sect – Stormwater Program 

 is on-hand to answer any questions about requirements to 
provide to the County tax office in time for fees to be 
adjusted for FY27.  

Attachments: 

Melbourne Beach Stormwater Fee Timeline for July 15, 2026, Public Hearing 



 

MELB BCH ST FEE CHANGES 
JULY 15 PUBLIC HEARING TIMELINE 

June 24 
Legal Ad must start running to meet statutory 20 day notice requirement 
Public Hearing Notice Letter must mail out to meet 20-day notice requirement 
*could be high call volumes, emails, walk-ins in response to letter & ad 
 

July 15 
Public Hearing to Decide Stormwater Fee Increase 
>Must have Agenda Item#1 requesting ERU increase, Auto CPI, Min Fee Increase  
>Resolutions ready for any vote outcome – different numbers if all not approved 
>Must have Agenda Item#2 requesting Roll be adopted  
>Resolutions ready for any vote outcome – different numbers if all not approved 

Aug 26 –Thu, Aug 27 
Taxbill data file electronically submitted by Valerie to BCPAO  
Inform IT to inform dev process to remove design credits 

Aug 30 
Final date to send assessment data file to BCPAO/Tax Collector 

November 1 
Property tax bills sent 

June 15-19 DEADLINE 
>FINAL Draft of Legal Advertisement – might want to call the paper of your 
choice to confirm.   This is deadline Val has to have final draft to County agenda 
person to coordinate our ad for 1st publish date = June 30  
>FINAL Draft of Public Hearing Notice to print vendor w data export from Val  

July 1 
Property Appraiser certifies Tax Roll to DOR/State 
Data more accurate after this date 
*FY2526 saw unusual late property add ons 



















Town of Melbourne Beach, May 21, 2026

Terri Breeden, Program Manager



County Wide ½ Cent Infrastructure Sales Tax
MISSION: RESTORING the Indian River Lagoon through collaborative, 

science-based projects which REDUCE and REMOVE pollution to benefit 
our community, economy, and natural resources.



SOIRL Project Progress
133 Completed Projects
18 Titusville
17 Clam Projects
15 Brevard Zoo
10 Cocoa Beach
5 Marine Resources Council
5 Melbourne
4 Cocoa
3 Satellite Beach
2 Indian Harbour Beach
2 Palm Bay

2 Rockledge
2 West Melbourne
1 Private Mobile Home Park… 
1 Private Business Park
1 Cape Canaveral
1 Indialantic
1 Melbourne Tillman WCD
1 Merritt Island Redevelopment  
1 St. Johns River Water Mgmt
41 Brevard County Projects
+   2,499 Homeowner Projects



2025 Indian River Lagoon Economic Valuation





Pollution Reduction Progress Pre vs Post
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Cumulative Total Nitrogen Reduction
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Median Monthly NDCI Estimated Chlorophyll  A Concentrations for the 
Basins of the Indian River Lagoon in Brevard County, FL
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Algae Bloom Response (2016-2025)



Aerial Surveys

Every 2–3 years

9



Evidence of Progress:  Seagrass Response
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SOIRL Renewal Schedule
• May 19 – Public Hearing to Adopt Ordinance and Ballot Language 
• May-July – Execute ILA Extensions
• August – Submit Ballot Language to Supervisor of Elections
• June-September – Entities submit 2027 Plan Update Project Requests
• October – Review and Ranking of 2027 Plan Update Project Requests
• November 3rd – General Election
• November 20th – Oversight Committee Recommends Which Project Requests 

to Fund
• December – Post Draft 2027 Plan Update
• January 2027 – Citizen Oversight Committee to Review/Recommend Draft 

2027 Plan Update
• February 2027 – BOCC to Consider/Adopt 2027 Plan Update



Healthy Lagoon
Economically Responsible Actions
Strategically Sequenced Timeline
Science-Based, Data-Driven Decisions
Responsive & Transparent Citizen Oversight

SOIRL is working.  
Restoration takes time. 
Hope is on the Horizon!



Get More Information

Sign Up For Our Monthly 
Newsletter

Become Lagoon Loyal

IRLProject@BrevardFL.gov


	Mel Beach SOIRL_052126v2.pdf
	Slide 1
	Slide 2: County Wide ½ Cent Infrastructure Sales Tax
	Slide 3: SOIRL Project Progress
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6: Pollution Reduction Progress Pre vs Post
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: SOIRL Renewal Schedule
	Slide 12
	Slide 13: Get More Information




